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teach others [how to make it] [M. 3:9B]. Sages sent and brought 
experts from Alexandria, in Egypt, who were expert in similar matters, 
but were not experts in removing it from the oven. The members of the 
house of Garmu would heat the oven on the outside, and it [the loaf of 
bread] would be removed on the inside. The experts from Alexandria 
did not do so. And some say this made it get moldy. And when the 
sages learned of the matter, they said, “The Holy One, blessed be he, 
created the world only for his own glory, as it is said, ‘Everyone that is 
called by my name and whom I have created for my glory’ (Isa. 43:7).” 
They sent for them, and they did not come until they doubled their 
former salary. “They used to take a fee of twelve manehs every day, 
and they now went and took a fee of twenty-four,” the words of R. 
Meir. R. Judah says, “Twenty-four did they take every day, and they 
now went and took forty-eight manehs.” Said to them sages, “Now 
why were you unwilling to teach?” They said, “The members of 
father’s house knew that the Temple is destined for destruction, and 
they did not want to teach others how to do it, so that they should not 
be able to do it before an idol in the same way in which they do it 
before the Omnipresent.” And on account of this next matter they are 
remembered with honor: For a piece of clean bread was never found in 
the hands of their sons and daughters under any circumstances, so that 
people might not say about them, “They are nourished from show 
bread.” [This was meant to carry out the following verse: “You shall 
be clear before the Lord and before Israel” (Num. 32:22)] [T. Yoma 
2:5]. 


THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF ABTINAS DID NOT WANT TO TEACH OTHERS 


HOW TO MAKE THE INCENSE. HyGras B. LEVI KNEW A LESSON OF SINGING BUT 
DID NOT WANT TO TEACH IT TO ANYONE ELSE. BEN QAMSAR DID NOT WANT TO 
TEACH OTHERS HOW TO WRITE. CONCERNING THE FIRST ONES LISTED IS 
STATED THE FOLLOWING VERSE: ‘“THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS 

BLESSED” (Prov. 10:7). AND CONCERNING THESE [LATTER ONES] IS STATED 
THE FOLLOWING VERSE: ‘‘BUT THE NAME OF THE WICKED SHALL ROT.” 


II:1: The members of the house of Abtinas were experts in preparing 
the incense for producing smoke, [cf. M. 3:9C,] and they did not want 
to teach others how to do so. Sages sent and brought experts from 
Alexandria, in Egypt, who knew how to concoct spices in much the 
same way. But they were not experts in making the smoke ascend as 
well as the others. The smoke coming from the incense made by the 
house of Abtinas would ascend straight as a stick up to the beams, and 
afterward it scattered in all directions as it came down. That of the 
Alexandrians would scatter as it came down forthwith. Now when the 
sages realized this, they said, “The Omnipresent has created the world 


